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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2014-739
Sponsor(s): Council Member Bishop 

Date of Introduction: November 12, 2014
Committee(s) of Reference: R, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: November 12, 2014
Type of Action: Establishment of Festival Overlay Zone and Activity Period; Wavier of Ordinance Code and Environmental Protection Board Rules
Bill Summary: The bill establishes a festival overlay zone in the downtown area and designates the time from 12:01 a.m. on Tuesday, April 7th through 11:59 p.m. on Wednesday, April 12th as the Festival Activity Period to facilitate the operations of the 2015 One Spark Festival.  The bill waives the provisions of the City’s Noise Control Ordinance and Environmental Protection Board (Chapter 368) and the provisions of Section 154.108, Ordinance Code, to permit outdoor musical entertainment and allow open containers in the designated overlay zone during the Festival Activity Period only.

Background Information: The One Spark Festival is a private, non-profit organization that intends to spur the revitalization of Jacksonville, and particularly the downtown area, by hosting a five day festival of creativity, art, entrepreneurship and innovation, offering cash prizes for the best projects as determined by vote of the festival attendees.  The concept is loosely based on ArtPrize in Grand Rapids, Michigan, billed as the world’s largest art contest.  The festival will be held in venues around downtown and hopes to attract hundreds of entrants and tens of thousands of attendees.  

The festival overlay zone covers the area downtown roughly from the St. Johns River on the south to City Hall on the north and from Liberty Street on the east to Pearl Street on the west.

Policy Impact Area: Downtown Revitalization

Fiscal Impact: Undetermined
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